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Don't Cry, Dancing Girls the Musical
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Duration is 160 minutes with a 20-minute intermission
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Performed in Mandarin and Taiwanese with both English and Mandarin surtitles
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Please note that the performance contains coarse language. Suitable for age 12+
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Text: ZHAN Jie, librettist for Don't Cry, Dancing Girls the Musical
“In a spirit-guiding ceremony, you not only lead a spirit to the afterlife but also encourage its living

descendants to be good."



Whenever someone asks what the ceremony is about, | bring up the 2017 Korean blockbuster (in
Taiwan) Along with the Gods, but in Taiwan, the people escorting the spirit are ceremonial performers.
During the 1970s, the ceremony rose to prominence in the districts of Xinying and Shanhua in Tainan.
Older people say that in the mornings, the number of performers dressed in costumes and makeup
on their way to differentplaces to conduct such ceremonies could have filled a train. In its heyday,
there would be 300-400 ceremonies each year. In the past, when someone died, the ceremony
was a basic component of a funeral. The performers not only had to guide the spirit to the afterlife
and urge it to let go of its ties to the mortal world but also encourage the spirit's descendants to be
virtuous. During the performance, the expectations of the ancestors are expressed, so it was a way
to transmit common cultural values despite discrepancies in level of education.

My earliest inspiration for Don't Cry, Dancing Girls the Musical came from what | knew about my
maternal grandfather’s family in Yunlin. Later, by writing the TV series A Boy Named Flora A and the
musical The Last Night of Beauty Karaoke, | got to know the ceremony a bit more. | started thinking
about how great it would be if there were a musical about Taiwanese folk art. Then | thought about
the ceremony, which is like a carnival performance with the elderly woman and girl dancing, shaking
their tushes, doing the splits, etc.

For the field research, we explored all over Taiwan. One time we heard a ceremony was going to
take place in Pingtung, so we all got in the car at night and made a beeline south. In all, we saw
about a dozen. The performer were kind enough to let us watch and document it, so | got to see this
bit of wilting Taiwanese culture. Now, there are only two or three ceremonies a month, and once the
current performers are gone, there will be no one to carry on their work. A Miss Lihua, who began
performing as the elderly woman at the age of 13, was in her sixties when we met her. She lamented
that she was getting too old to dance and that there was no one to take her place.

Don't Cry, Dancing Girls the Musical consists of these stories we found. The two sisters (Kuo-chen, the
eldest, and Kuo-mei) and brother (Kuo-hao), who have shirked their responsibility and been away from
home with their mother for years, return home based on a dream Kuo-chen, has had. They get sucked
into trying to fulfill their great-uncle's dying wish: for the younger generation to learn to perform the
spirit-guiding ceremony. In this way, the three obtain a chance to become reacquainted with their
parents. In the end, they come to understand the blessings tucked away within the ceremony.

With the combined genius of composer Robert KANG and VMTheatre Company director TSENG Hui-
cheng, the fruit of our over three-year effort will finally debut at Weiwuying in 2023. The piece is an
expression of traditional Taiwanese culture via music. While watching the show, no matter who you
areor what you've had to live through, we hope you will be able to empathize with the three siblings,

embrace your imperfect self, and keep forging ahead with Llife.
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Artistic Director | TSENG Hui-cheng

Librettist | ZHAN Jie

Music Director & Composer | Robert KANG

Choreographer | CHANG Ya-ting

Stage Designer | HSIEH Chun-an

Lighting Designer | HO Ting-tsung

Multimedia Designer | HSU Yi-chun

Prop Designer | Yan-xing

Costume Designer | CHANG Yu-chieh

Hair Designer | YANG Yu-jen

Makeup Designer | LU Ching-wen

Sound Designer | Tony YANG

Key Vision Designer | Haospring Design - CHEN Pei-chi

Inscription | HUANG Chung-ken

Cast | CHANG Ching-chia, CHANG Fang-yu, KUNG Neng-an, TSENG Chih-yuan, LU Cheng-you, HUANG
Ju-dong, TSENG Su-yu, HU Ya-chieh, LI Min-chieh, HUANG Yi-hao, HUANG Hui-sen, ZHOU Wan-yi,
CHOU Cheng-hsien, CHOU Chen-yu

Orchestra | Robert KANG, WU Kang-chiu, LIN Hong-yu, WU Chun-you

Assistant Director | CHU Lo-cheng

Script Consultant | CHIEN Li-ying

Vocal Coach | HSIEH Chun-ya

Taiwanese Soul Guiding Song Teacher | LIN Tsung-fan
Sanxian Teacher | LEE Tau-ying

Taiwanese Opera Figure Designer | Liu Kuan-liang
Taiwanese Consultant | Peng Chia-chia

Taiwanese Adviser | HSIEH Chun-ya

Translator | Jim Reynolds, LU Cheng-you, YEN Chih-hsiang
Assistant Choreographer | HUANG Yi-hao, HU Ya-chieh, HUANG Hui-sen
Program | LI Bo-lin (Cow Horn), LEE Tau-ying (Sanxian)

Stage Manager | CHANG Ting-ting

Stage Manager Assistant | CHEN Ying-cih

Technical Director | LI Hong-zhan

Stage Crew | XIE Ming-ting, HSU Jia-yu, KAQ Tang-chieh, LIN Xin-xuan, ZHANG Zhong-han, ZENG Jia-
sheng

Light Operator | ZHOU Yi-xuan

Lighting Crew | PENG Xuan-kai, HUANG Jing-chun, XUE Jun-hao
Multimedia Designer Assistant | CHEN Pei-rong

Projection Operator | LIU Chun-lu

Video Engineer | HISPOT WORKSHOP CO., LTD.

Sound Technician | YANG Meng-jing, YANG Teng-jun, CHEN Zhen

Sound Assistant & Surtitle Operator | XIE Dai-ting

Sound Effects Operator | KE Yi-jie

Sound Engineer | ROCK SOUND AND LIGHTING

Prop Master | HUANG Shin-yuan

Prop Assistant | LIN Po-tai, Norimitsu INAMI

Costume Designer Assistant | LAl Hsing-lan

Wardrobe and Dresser | CHEN Yi-ting, LI Su-xiu

Hair & Makeup Team | UBAH Aesthetic Styling, Department of Fashion Styling and Design Communication
Hair Stylist | CHEN Yung-wei, KAO Kuo-kai

Makeup Artist | CHEN Kai-hsuan, HUANG Lin-yan, TSENG Jyun-fong
UBAH Intern | LIN Yu-li, LIAO Chih-chi, HUANG Yong-chun, ZHEN Wei-kai
Rehearsal Assistant | WANG Min

Production Manager | LIN Yi-heng, CHENG Han-wen
Executive Producer | WU Yin-chieh, CHANG Shao-yu E E
Integrated Marketing | CHENG Han-wen

Marketing | LIU Yu-ling, HUANG Ying-chia

Ticket staff | GUO Yi-lin

Executive Graphic Designer | HSIEH Wan-ting E 1
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Photographer | Terry LIN HRSHEG LS
Videographer & Video Editor | YANG Sheng-wei, LIAO Hsiang-yu iwuying Online i i




